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Ideal State for Sustained WUI Mitigation
from “The Convening” 

Five Enabling Tasks:
• Core set of “mitigations-that-matter”
• Structure to structure spread modeling 

with structures as a new and distinct 
fuel type

• WUI Response rating
• WUI data commons
• Barriers to social support for 

implementation and maintenance of 
parcel  level mitigations



“WUI Community” 
= ≥ 100 structures  

where 50% or more 
have SSD < 70’

“Interface” = band within 100’ of WUI Community 
boundary to 2nd layer of structures with SSD < 70’

“Minimum 
Travel Time Fire 
Pathway SOI” = 
1/2 to 1/4 mile 
of interface in 

vegetation 
landscapes 
capable of 

carrying fire.

WUI Fire Pathway Taxonomy



Domains for Simultaneous 
Disruption of the 3 Fire Pathways

Propagation 
Routes

• Convection
• Conduction
• Radiation
• Direct Flame Contact

Efficiency (Alignment) 
Elements

• Fuel
• Weather
• Topography

Required Components 
for Fire

• Heat
• Fuel
• Oxygen
• Chemical Chain Reaction



We can do this….

• 1968 - The National Commission on 
Fire Prevention and Control was 
created.

• 1973 - It publishes its landmark 
America Burning report in 1973 …a 
major national effort to reduce our 
shameful loss of life and property 
resulting from fires.”

• Fifty years later, through science, 
codes, and commitment “structure 
fires” represent less than 1% of call 
volume.

• 2021 – The Wildland Fire Mitigation 
and Management Commission is 
created.

• 2023 – It publishes On fire: The 
report of the Wildland Fire Mitigation 
and Management Commission.

• We must meet this moment in 
history with similar resolve for five 
decades. 
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