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• Food and Ag Code Sec. 7270-7276

• A “weed management area” is a local 
organization that brings together all 
interested landowners, land managers 
(private, city, county, state, and federal), 
special districts, and the public in a county 
or other geographical area for the purpose 
of coordinating and combining their action 
and expertise to deal with their 
common weed control problems. The 
organization shall function under the 
authority of a mutually developed 
memorandum of understanding and subject 
to statutory and regulatory requirements. 
A weed management area may be 
voluntarily governed by a chairperson or a 
steering committee.

California Department of Food and Agriculture
Historic Weed Management Areas



FAC Sec 7273 (a) The department shall designate and provide staff support to 
an oversight committee to monitor this article and shall consider input from 
weed management areas, county agricultural commissioners, and the Range 
Management Advisory Committee.
(b) The membership of the oversight committee shall include an equitable 
number of representatives from each of the following interests:

(1) Livestock production.
(2) Agricultural crop protection.
(3) Forest products industry.
(4) California Invasive Plant Council.
(5) Research institutions.
(6) Wildlife conservation groups.
(7) Environmental groups.
(8) Resource conservation districts.
(9) The general public.
(10) Local government.
(11) The Department of Fish and Wildlife.

(Amended by Stats. 2014, Ch. 271, Sec. 4. (AB 2402) Effective January 1, 2015.)

California Department of Food and Agriculture
Weed Management Committee



Noxious Weed Grant Funding

Grant Year Original Dates Extension Number of agreements
2019 June 2019-March 2021 31
2020 May 2020-December 2021 March 31, 2023 44
2021 Jan 2021-June 2022 June 30, 2023 55

Unclaimed gas tax funding available as 
grants to County Agricultural 

Commissioner offices to control plants 
listed as Sec. 4500 noxious weeds or A, B 

or C rated pests.



CDFA Weed Pest Rating List
• Rated weeds that have gone 

through the current Pest 
Rating Proposal (PRP) system

• Section 4500 Noxious Weed 
list

CDFA Pest ratings: 
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/plant/re
gs_pestrating.html



CDFA Pest Rating Proposal



Regional Weed Prioritization

• Partnership with Cal-IPC 
through Biodiversity Initiative 
funding

• Weed species were ranked 
regional by using current GIS 
database occurrences and pest 
rating lists status



Regional Weed Prioritization
• Input from CAC’s and WMA 

partners on knowledge of 
species and current control 
status

• Identified regional priorities for 
coordination and 
confirmation/education on 
historic sites.

• EDRR email notification for 
priority weeds.



Regional Weed Prioritization

• Identified weeds with limited occurrence data
• Interviews with weed managers on current control activity and reasoning/needs



Regional Weed Prioritization

• Producing summaries 
for CAC and WMA 
partner Regional 
Targets



Weed Tours
• Educational weed tours for 

County Agricultural 
Commissioner staff in 
partnership with UC 
Cooperative Extension.

• Multiday tours in three separate 
regions are planned to train 
staff from neighboring counties 
on weed identification and 
mapping systems. 



Fertile Capeweed, Arctotheca calendula
Individual plants easily removed.



Larger infestations 
require harsher 
methods and many 
years to wear down 
long lived seed beds.



Invasion Process Cal-IPC 2010
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Illyrian thistle
Onopordum illyricum

Related to Scotch thistle
Adapted to drier conditions
Known from 1 historic &

1 new locality in CA
Very persistent seed bank:

30 yrs+



Goat’s rue
Galega officinalis

Native to Eurasia
Introduced to UT in 1920s
Found 8/13 in Mendocino 
Spreading rapidly along a 

creek in Lake Co.



Spanish mercury
Mercurialis ambigua

Related to dog mercury
Differs in leaf shape, 
monoecious
Native to Spain
Often in nursery areas
Spread via mulch



Spanish MercuryIllyrian Thistle
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Artichoke Thistle 
Cynara cardunculus ssp 

flavescens

Wild relative of 
artichoke
Adapted to dry 
conditions
Noxious in rangeland
Spreads slowly but

inexorably



Scarlet Sesbania
Sesbania punicea

Likes moist soil
Very attractive so often 
Treasured by gardeners
Long-lived seed bank
Actively spreading



Artichoke Thistle Tree-of-Heaven
Scarlet Sesbania

Managed Weeds in Solano County
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Thank you
Dean Kelch, PhD
Environmental Program Manager
CDFA/PHPPS

Permits and Regulation/
Environmental Compliance/ PDAS

Phone: (916) 261-9252
dean.kelch@cdfa.ca.gov

mailto:dean.kelch@cdfa.ca.gov

	�Noxious Weed Program� The California Department of Food and Agriculture 2022. 
	California Department of Food and Agriculture�Historic Weed Management Areas
	California Department of Food and Agriculture�Weed Management Committee
	Noxious Weed Grant Funding
	CDFA Weed Pest Rating List
	CDFA Pest Rating Proposal
	Regional Weed Prioritization
	Regional Weed Prioritization
	Regional Weed Prioritization
	Regional Weed Prioritization
	Weed Tours
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Invasion Process
	Slide Number 15
	Illyrian thistle�Onopordum illyricum
	Goat’s rue�Galega officinalis
	Spanish mercury�Mercurialis ambigua
	Slide Number 19
	Artichoke Thistle �Cynara cardunculus ssp flavescens
	Scarlet Sesbania�Sesbania punicea
	Slide Number 22
	Thank you

